
Key facts

We are preparing an outline planning application for our proposed 
development of up to 250 new homes

There is a significant requirement for land to be identified for new  
housing in the Trowbridge area

The land we are proposing to develop covers 23.1 acres to the  
south-west of Ashton Road

Our site has been supported by Trowbridge Town Council in initial 
consultations on the draft Site Allocations Development Plan Document

About our development
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

Welcome to our 
public exhibition

Trowbridge Development Plan land allocationsThis exhibition gives you the chance to view and  
comment on our proposals for a new residential 
development of up to 250 high-quality homes, along  
with public open space and associated infrastructure,  
on land to the south-west of Ashton Road, Trowbridge.

We are proposing to submit an outline planning application to  
Wiltshire Council in the near future, and you can help to shape our 
emerging scheme by providing us with your feedback. All comments  
will be taken into consideration as our planning application is finalised.

About the site
The land we are proposing to develop covers a total area of 23.1 acres 
and is situated to the south-west of Ashton Road, Trowbridge. It is located 
across two neighbouring sites which are separated by existing homes  
in Ashton Road.

To the west of the proposed development sites is The Pastures, a new 
residential development which is currently under construction by another 
housebuilder. Paxton Brook and the Mead Community Primary School  
are located to the north, while the southern boundary of the sites  
is marked by Green Lane.

Planning background
There is a significant requirement for suitable sites to be brought forward 
for residential development in Trowbridge to help Wiltshire Council meet  
its targets for housing growth in the area.

Wiltshire Council is in the process of preparing a Site Allocations 
Development Plan Document to identify appropriate housing locations, 
and in the initial round of consultations on the draft plan, our site  
was supported for development by Trowbridge Town Council.  
Land allocations in the draft Trowbridge Development Plan are  
shown in the map pictured right.



About our development
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

Information about 
the site we need to 
take into account

Highways and transport

Transport assessment
Work is in progress to complete the transport assessment report for this 
development. The technical assessment has highlighted the sustainable 
credentials of the site with pedestrian and cycle networks following  
Paxcroft Brook to the north and Green Lane to the south, leading  
towards Trowbridge town centre. A pedestrian route to the adjacent  
Abbey development leading on to Leap Gate provides alternative  
access to local amenities and bus stops as well as the town centre.

New traffic turning and queue counts at the A361 roundabout and  
at the A350 Stoney Gutter signals have been undertaken. These assessments, 
together with forecast information from Wiltshire’s Traffic Model for Trowbridge, 
suggest our development will not be detrimental to the operation of both 
junctions. Additionally, week-long automatic traffic counts on Ashton Road 
have been carried out to confirm existing traffic speeds.

Access and highway safety
Access to our proposed development will be from two locations in  
Ashton Road, and will take the form of ghost islands. The access design  
has been prepared following consultation with the Local Highway Authority 
and is on safety grounds to reduce the potential for collisions for right 
turning traffic into the site. There is an existing accident concentration 
on Ashton Road at the Green Lane bend which is not influenced by the 
development, but appears to result from inappropriate speeds or lack of 
driver concentration. Subject to local authority agreement, this development 
proposes to replace the existing chevron signs with better yellow-backed 
signs to highlight the bend more fully.

Parking provision
The proposed development will meet current Wiltshire Parking Strategy 
Guidelines, which set out minimum allocated parking numbers for each 
property based on the number of bedrooms, including visitor parking.  
We will also be providing one covered cycle parking space per bedroom,  
in line with local policy.

Bridleway and public rights of way
The bridleway to the north of the development and within the  
boundary which leads westwards to the Abbey site will be maintained.  

The development will access Green Lane to the south of the site and,  
subject to consultation, proposes to improve the surface for pedestrians  
and cyclists, appreciating that the lane is a bridleway and needs to be 
compliant for horses.

Flood risk and drainage

The proposed development is in Environment Agency designated  
Flood Zone 1, meaning it is at the lowest risk of river or sea flooding  
(annual probability of less than 1 in 1,000).

The site is above and clear of any flood extents and currently drains in  
a broadly north/north-westerly direction towards Paxcroft Brook via surface 
run-off and a series of piped and open ditch courses running through the 
land and along Ashton Road, though a limited amount of surface water  
is also lost through infiltration into the ground.

Storm water run-off from the development will be limited to existing 
‘greenfield rates’, meaning the rate of run-off from the site will be no higher 
than it is currently. This will be achieved through a system of ditches and 
surface water storage measures (such as permeable paving, ponds  
and swales) to compensate for the increase in impermeable surfaces.
Our drainage solution for the site will be drawn up through consultation  
with the Environment Agency, Wiltshire Council and Wessex Water.

Noise

Road traffic movements in Ashton Road and the A361 (approximately 
250m north of the site) are the main source of noise affecting the proposed 
development site. It is also recognised that the development has the 
potential to change the existing noise impact on nearby homes backing  
on to the A361, largely through changes in local road traffic flows.

As part of our proposals we will undertake sound modelling to determine  
the future sound environment across the site and neighbouring homes, as 
well as a road traffic noise assessment to understand the effects of changes 
in road traffic noise resulting from the development. Should measures  
be required to mitigate the noise impact of the development, these will  
be published in the Environmental Statement which will be submitted with  
our planning application.

Key facts

Transport assessment highlights sustainable location of the site Parking in line with Wiltshire Council standards and existing  
public rights of way to be maintained

Traffic counts and information from Wiltshire Council suggests 
development will not be detrimental to operation of A361  
roundabout and A350 Stoney Gutter

Development will maintain existing greenfield rates of surface  
water run-off using a system of ditches and storage measures

Access will take the form of ghost islands for safety reasons Noise impact on development and existing nearby homes to be  
fully assessed and mitigation measures proposed if required
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Ecological 
considerations

The site comprises a series of semi-improved grassland fields which are 
considered to be of low ecological value at a local level. Hedgerows and 
trees provide habitats of higher ecological value.

Site surveys have been undertaken for bats, badger, dormouse and 
reptiles, and these have recorded evidence of foraging and commuting bats 
(including greater and lesser horseshoe species), and a single slow-worm. 
Boundary habitats also provide opportunities for nesting birds with trees 
offering moderate or low potential for roosting bats.

The site is located approximately 60m north of Green Lane Wood Local 
Nature Reserve and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Reserve, which support a  
locally important population of Bechstein’s bats, a nationally rare species.  
An increased level of specialist bat survey work has therefore been 
undertaken to determine the importance of the site for this species. 

Our ecological masterplan
Our proposed development has been carefully designed to maintain  
habitats of value and key flight corridors for Bechstein’s bats and other  
highly sensitive bat species, retaining long-term connectivity between  
the site and important off-site habitats such as local woodlands, 
watercourses and tree roosts. Key design principles include:

•  Incorporation of a series of ‘dark’ corridors along bat flightlines  
  through the site
•  Retention of all hedgerows within the public domain
•  Minimisation of hedgerow breaks and use of ‘hop-overs’ to maintain  
  connectivity for bats
•  Management of hedgerows to improve structural and species diversity
•  New habitat creation, including woodland planting, wildflower  
  grassland and scrub

Our proposals will safeguard and enhance all habitats of value within  
the site, delivering a strong network of green infrastructure including  
green corridors and hedgerows to provide continued and long-term 
opportunities for nesting birds, other bat species and reptiles.

Appropriate measures will also be implemented to safeguard protected 
species during construction works, while opportunities exist to provide 
enhancements such as reptile hibernacula and specific roosting and  
nesting opportunities for bats, hedgehogs, birds and invertebrates.

Key facts

Majority of site is of low ecological value with trees and hedgerows 
providing higher value habitats

A number of mitigation measures are proposed to maintain the 
connectivity of the site for Bechstein’s bats

Ecological surveys have identified foraging and commuting bats  
using the site, along with a single slow-worm

All habits of value will be safeguarded as part of a strong network  
of green infrastructure

Further specialist bat surveys have also been carried out due to  
local population of rare Bechstein’s bats

Further opportunities exist to provide habitat enhancements  
for reptiles, bats, hedgehogs, birds and invertebrates

Key ecological features of the proposed development site

The measures we are proposing to protect and enhance wildlife habitats and connectivity to neighbouring habitats



Our initial layout 
proposals for land  
off Ashton Road

Development proposal
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

Key facts

Up to 250 new homes Pedestrian and cycle route through the site linking to neighbouring land

A proportion of affordable housing to be agreed with Wiltshire Council Areas of public open space and an equipped children’s play area

Access for vehicles from two locations in Ashton Road Existing trees and hedgerow retained and enhanced with new planting

LEAP

LEAP

Rev Description Date Initial Checked

A New access and drainage information 04:03:1
6

RB

2420 The Quadrant, Aztec West, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4AQ

T: +44(0)1454 853 000 E: rpsbl@rpsgroup.com F: +44(0)1454 205 820

Client

Title

Status

Date CreatedScale @ A3

PM/Checked byDrawn By

Drawing Number Rev

Project

c  2013 RPS Group

Notes
1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS’s

appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of that
appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document other than
by its client and only for the purposes for which it was prepared and provided.

2. If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to correct
scale. Only written dimensions should be used.

Job Ref

rpsgroup.com

Taylor Wimpey

Ashton Road
Trowbridge

Outline Masterplan

DRAFT AH

JBR2580

AH

1:2500 11.11.15

510 A






 .

N

Site boundary
9.159 ha gross

Residential block
showing indiciative
built form
6.057 ha => circa 250
units @ 35-40 dph

Public open space /
incidental open space &
woodland
2.271 ha

Surface water attenuation
feature/Piped Drainage
0.669 ha

Proposed access

Pedestrian/cycle route

Existing Public Right
of Way

Proposed tree /
woodland planting

Civic square (block
paved shared
surface with parking)

Main Road

Secondary Road
(shared surface)

Private Road

Local Equiped Area of
Play (400sqm)

Existing trees and
hedges retained

The image below shows an initial illustrative layout plan for our 
proposed development. It is intended as a general guide to  
show you how the properties, open space and internal roads  
could be arranged.

Because we are seeking outline planning permission only 
(establishing the general principle of development on the site)  
we will not be submitting a detailed layout plan as part of our 
current application. This will be dealt with by means of a separate 
‘reserved matters’ planning application which will be submitted in 
future if our outline plans are approved.

We welcome your comments on our initial illustrative layout  
plan and your feedback will be taken into consideration as  
our designs are developed.

Illustrative layout plan



Key facts

A mix of 2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom properties Mainly 2-storey buildings with some 2.5-storey (2 storeys with  
rooms in the roof) and 3-storey designs

Terraced, semi-detached and detached houses Sensitive design to suit the character of the local area and the 
rural-edge setting of the site

Our proposed 
designs for land  
off Ashton Road

Development proposal
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

Our proposed scheme seeks to create a high-quality development 
that can fulfil the local need for market and affordable housing while 
respecting the character and heritage of the surrounding area.

Although detailed property designs will be reserved for a future 
planning application and not dealt with as part of our outline 
proposals, the images below illustrate how the new homes could 
potentially look in terms of architectural styles, design features and 
building materials.

We welcome your comments on these suggested property designs.



“Our aim is to be the 

nation’s leading residential 

developer for creating value 

and delivering quality. We are 

passionate about working with 

local people, businesses, 

local authorities and our 

customers to build 

aspirational homes”.

For more information, visit:

taylorwimpey.co.uk

About Taylor Wimpey

Taylor Wimpey lays the foundations 
for thriving communities

Information about 
our company, 
who we are and 
what we do

Taylor Wimpey was formed by the merger of  
George Wimpey and Taylor Woodrow in 2007. We are  
able to draw upon experience and best practice gathered 
over a history dating back to the 19th Century. Today we 
are one of the largest homebuilders in the UK, completing 
over 12,000 homes each year.

Planning sustainable communities
We want our developments to be environmentally, socially and 
economically sustainable. We understand the importance of stimulating 
strong, vibrant and healthy communities while protecting and improving 
the natural, built and historic environment. 

More than building homes
We build roads and junctions, sewers and utilities that link our 
developments with the surrounding areas. Where needed we provide 
community facilities such as schools, doctor’s surgeries, shops and 
offices, bus stops and even railway stations, as well as much needed 
affordable homes. Such provision can help meet the day-to-day needs  
of the people living on, or near, our developments.

Green spaces
We design landscaping and open space to provide an attractive and safe 
setting for homes, recreational space for residents, and habitats for plants 
and wildlife. Green spaces could include tree or hedgerow planting, 
playgrounds or sports pitches. 

Energy efficient homes
We look to reduce the energy demand of our homes by improving wall and 
roof insulation. In some cases we may also fit more complex technologies. 
This means that residents benefit from energy bill savings while their 
long term maintenance burden and costs are kept to a minimum. 

This image shows our development in Bristol.

We completed 
12,454 homes in 
2014, of which 17.5% 
were affordable 
homes.

In 2014, through 
planning obligations, 
we invested £300m 
in the areas in which 
we built.

We provide public 
transport, road 
improvements and 
education facilities on 
many developments.

Landscaping 
and open space, 
including play areas 
and sports pitches, 
provide the structure 
to many of our 
developments.

Engaging with local people
We are committed to working with local people, community groups and 
local authorities during the planning phase and aim to keep them up to 
date with our activities and progress during construction. We aim to plan 
and design developments that balance the demands of our business  
with providing for the needs of our residents 
and their communities.



What we would 
like from you, 
and what you can 
expect from us

Taylor Wimpey has a 
successful track record of 
building high-quality new 
homes across Wiltshire and 
the south-west of England.

The following developments 
are now open across  
the county:

• Manor Rise,  

 Tidworth

• Wichelstowe,  

 Swindon

• Greenfields at  

 Ridgeway Farm,  

 Swindon

• West Point at  

 Ridgeway Farm,  

 Swindon

Once you have had the opportunity to look at our  
scheme proposals, please do talk to us and ask any 
questions you may have, and feel free to fill in one  
of the feedback forms provided.

Your views are important to help us develop our scheme 
and are very much appreciated. We will review all comments 
received as we finalise our proposals before submitting  
an outline planning application in the near future.

Taylor Wimpey in your area

Next steps
www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

Your feedback
Please leave completed feedback forms with a member  
of the project team today, or post to the following address:

Trowbridge Consultation 
Webb Associates Public Relations 
22 The Point, Market Harborough 
Leicestershire, LE16 7QU
Alternatively, you can email your comments to:

trowbridgeconsultation@webbpr.net
You can also submit your comments online at:

www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/ashton-road

All feedback should be returned  
by Monday 28 March 2016.

Thank you for attending today, your views make a real difference


